AFRICAN-AMERICAN AND AFRICAN STUDIES

SOMALI 101-104
There are more than 2,000 languages spoken on the African continent, but only two, Swahili and Zulu, are taught at Ohio State at a regular basis, and four, Hausa, Shona, Twi and Yoruba on a demand basis. Apart from Swahili, which was introduced as part of the Civil Rights Movement, all the African languages were introduced at OSU through Title 6 funding before they were taken over by the department. Swahili today is one of the most popular languages on campus, categorized currently as one of the ‘commonly taught’ languages. Ohio State University has the largest Swahili and Zulu program in the United States. Since Swahili is the only east African language currently taught, the introduction of Somali will greatly broaden the African languages offered by the department. Furthermore, the department runs two society-and-culture study abroad programs to West and Southern Africa, and an Intensive Swahili Study Abroad Program to Tanzania, East Africa. The introduction of Somali will therefore not only broaden the African languages program, but also bolster other course offering in the department such as the study abroad programs and courses like “Conflict in the Horn of Africa.” It will also offer students an additional option for the fulfillment of the General Education Curriculum (GEC) Foreign Language requirement. The goal of the foreign language requirement is to enhance our students’ awareness of, and respect and appreciation for, the global interdependence of the modern world and the cultural diversity of the world community, and therefore the importance to understand and communicate across ethnic, ideological, cultural and national boundaries.  The assumption is that cultural mores and concepts are closely reflected in language, which can, therefore, provide one vital access to that understanding and lead to the potential of real communication.  Thus, elementary and intermediate study of language can reveal much about the patterns of thought and cultural principles of another people as well as of one’s own.  Access to the literature and comparable artistic achievements of another culture enhances one’s consciousness of the creativity and aspirations of many others in a diverse world.  The careful study of Somali, therefore, including general attention to critical thinking, will provide our students a desirable, practical, and necessary resource for their personal and professional development within and outside of national boundaries.

Somali belongs to the Cushitic group of African languages, spoken by over 20 million people worldwide, more than twice the number of total speakers of Yiddish and Hebrew which currently satisfy the foreign language component of the GEC.  It is the national language of Somalia and is the second language of large segments of the population in Djibouti, Eritrea, Ethiopia and Kenya. With the recent immigration of Somali to other countries, the language is now spoken widely in other parts of the world, including the United States, and is broadcast over the major broadcasting networks, including the BBC and Radio Moscow. It is the language of parliament, the media, commerce and official communication in Somalia, and it is a modern language functioning at all levels of society and culture from market bargaining, popular songs, literary composition and folklore. Somali has a rich body of written literature dating back to the advent of Islam, and reflects Somali's historical use in Africa's contact with other cultures.  Because of the wide geographical area where Somali is spoken, and the diverse groups of clans that speak the language, Somali language has two major dialects: Af Maay (or Maay Maay), which serves as the lingua franca, and Al Maxaa which has become the written variety. In 1973 the Somali government decreed that Somali would be written in the Latin alphabet.

Description: Distinct and complete course objectives have been articulated for each syllabus 101-104 and additional detail provided regarding course materials, weekly delivery of content, reading assignments, and topics. A formal assessment plan has been developed with specific timeline for implementation of the program 101-104. Elementary Somali 101 to 102 courses are designed to enable the acquisition and development of basic language skills of speaking, listening, reading, and writing, with the additional goal of introducing a student to the cultural context that has produced the language and in which it is used.  Intermediate Somali 103 to 104 courses will continue the acquisition and development of skills and further enhance the understanding of the culture.  The courses will follow a competency-based approach that is intended to develop the four basic skills in the language, and promote the appreciation and use of the linguistic, para-linguistic, and non-linguistic modes of communication in their socio-cultural context. The student will learn the relationship between language and culture in order to foster the ability to understand people and how they express themselves. The presence of a large Somali community in the university and Columbus neighborhood will be maximally utilized, and opportunities will be provided for students to practice using the language in a range of contexts relevant to the environment of the students and the target culture, and creative language practice will be encouraged throughout the course.  The class size will be limited to 20 students, maximum, for pedagogical effectiveness. Swahili and Zulu, the other African languages taught by the department, have a maximum class size of 26, but that is because these are well established and are among the most popular language courses on campus. The less commonly taught languages at Ohio State University have much smaller class sizes. The students will be consistently assessed through regular weekly departmental testing of the appropriate language skills in chapter exams, oral interviews, composition, and final examinations. These evaluation skills are linked directly to program learning, GEC Foreign Language Objectives 1 and 2, and are scored using standard rubrics available on the ACTFL website. Somali 101 to 103 lead into Somali 104. As part of classroom activities, students will sometimes work in pairs or smaller groups of 4 to create short dialogues and stimulate scenes for maximize use of the language. 

The department has hired a lecturer who is a native Somali speaker and conversant with language pedagogy, and who has a PhD degree in linguistics, to teach Somali quarter-to-quarter. It is the trend in the department (and the university as a whole) to engage only those instructors who are trained and who have academic expertise to teach African languages so as to ensure quality of language instruction. For example, the Department of Near Eastern Languages and Culture and Slavic and Eastern European Languages and Literatures employ competent, trained native speakers as lecturers for instructional programs in Urdu and Uzbek, both offered currently as options to satisfy the GEC. The instructor will also be trained in the Foreign Language Center 801 class, which all foreign language instructors are required to take. The initial funding for this position is Title VI, but the department will take over responsibility after the initial three years the way it has done with other language courses, depending on student demand. The offering of Somali will enable students to fulfill the foreign language requirement. In addition, it will also address the needs of heritage learners, i.e., students who want to learn the Somali language because they are emotionally connected to the Somali culture because they are descendants of Somali immigrants, or because they have Somali neighbors (or neighborhoods) with whom they want to interact, The leaders of the OSU Somali Student Association believe that many of the approximately 300 students of Somali descent on campus will sign up for these classes once the permanent course numbers are assigned and GEC approval is certain. Indeed, in the pilot course, despite being offered in winter, which is our low enrolment quarter, 15 students expressed an interest to take Somali to fulfill their foreign language requirement. The method used for the course puts emphasis on speaking using live conversation and pre-recorded materials. The instructor will be there to help students pronounce and engage in group and individual conversations, as well as introduce students to writing and reading materials in Somali. At the end of the course, students will have developed various language ability skills, such as the ability to correctly pronunciation of Somali words (especially difficult sounds like X, C, Kh, and Q), make sense of different basic grammar rules (such as pronouns, tenses, and singular/plural), comprehend class discussions and short conversations, build a working amount of Somali vocabulary, and attain a good language usage (spoken and written).

Assessment Plan: 

Objective: to assess Somali students learning outcomes for GEC language.

Action: Evaluate the students’ performance on the final examinations administered in Somali 102 and 104 and measure student perceptions of learning.

. The assessment will focus oral proficiency goals and expected student learning outcomes for writing, reading, speaking and listening. Final examination will have both an oral and a written component. 

. The oral proficiency by each student will be videotaped for archiving in an ongoing database.

. Formative assessment will occur in Winter 08 (end of 102 for initial cohort) and summative assessment in AU08. Thereafter assessment will be done annually. 

. Students in the cohort will be invited to participate in a focus group to measure perceptions of learning and satisfaction SP08. 

. Assessment will be carried out, based on established criteria, by a trained language instructor. Outcomes data will be provided annually to the UGSC of AAAS and shared with language instructors generally in the department to solicit feedback. Determination will be made by the UGSC if the pedagogical changes or changes in instructional delivery are necessary. 

Oral Proficiency will be evaluated in accordance with the following ACTFL guidelines:
Novice - Low: Unable to function in the spoken language.  Oral production is limited to occasional isolated words.  Essentially no communication ability.

Novice - Mid:  (101) Able to operate only in a very limited capacity within very predictable area of need.  Vocabulary limited to that necessary to express simple elementary needs and basic courtesy formulae.  Syntax is fragmented, inflections and word endings frequently omitted, confused or distorted and the majority of utterances consist of isolated words or short formulae.  Utterances rarely consist of more than two or three words and are marked by frequent long pauses and repetition of an interlocutor's words.  Pronunciation is frequently unintelligible and is strongly influenced by first language.  Can be understood only with difficulty, even by persons such as teachers who are used to speaking with nonnative speakers or in interactions where the context strongly supports the utterance.

Novice - High: (102) Able to satisfy immediate needs using learned utterances.  Can ask questions or make statements with reasonable accuracy only where this involves short memorized utterances or formulae.  There is no real autonomy of expression, although there may be some emerging sign of spontaneity and flexibility.  There is a slight increase in utterance length but frequently long pauses and repetition of interlocutor's words still occur.  Most utterances are telegraphic and word endings are often omitted, confused, or distorted.  Vocabulary is limited to areas of immediate survival needs.  Can differentiate most phonemes when produced in isolation but when they are combined in words or groups of words, errors are frequently and, even with repetition, may severely inhibit communication even with persons used to dealing with such learners.  Little development in stress and intonation is evident.

Intermediate - Low: (103) Able to satisfy basic survival needs and minimum courtesy requirements.  In areas of immediate need or on very familiar topics, can ask and answer simple questions, initiate and respond to simple statements, and maintain very simple face-to-face conversations.  When asked to do so, is able to formulate some questions with limited construction and much inaccuracy.  Almost every utterance contains fractured syntax and other grammatical errors.  Vocabulary inadequate to express anything but the most elementary needs.  Strong interference from native language occurs in articulations, stress, and intonation.  Misunderstandings frequently arise from limited vocabulary and grammar and erroneous phonology but, with repetition, can generally be understood by native speakers in regular contact with foreigners attempting to speak their language.  Little precision in information conveyed owing to tentative state of grammatical development and little or no use of modifiers.

Intermediate - Mid: (104) Able to satisfy some survival needs and some limited social demands.  Is able to formulate some questions when asked to do so.  Vocabulary permits discussion of topics beyond basic survival needs such as personal history and leisure-time activities.  Some evidence of grammatical accuracy in basic constructions, for example, subject-verb agreement, noun-adjective agreement, some notion of inflection.

Check list for performance factors
Factors




Points
Pronunciation



10

Grammar



10

Vocabulary



10

Fluency



10

Comprehension


10


Total



50

AFRICAN-AMERICAN AFRICAN STUDIES DEPARTMENT

SYLLABUS:

Somali 101

Description:

Objective: To develop oral, listening, reading, and written proficiencies in elementary conversational Somali using a competency-based approach. Lexicon control will be developed for nominal, verbal, attributive and miscellaneous items. Students are encouraged to practice in class what they have learned from the course materials, to do all activities recommended, and to complete all required exercises and assignments in class and after class during the course. By the end of the course the learner is expected to be able to express simple elementary needs and basic courtesy formulae and appreciate rudimental syntax constructions, inflections and word endings. The learner is expected to show a certain level of learning and efforts to comprehend various aspects of the language, such as greetings and introduction, and to have attained an ACTFL speaking proficiency score of NOVICE-MID or above. They will be required to sit for both oral and written tests. 

Somali 101 satisfies the GEC requirement for foreign language by developing students’ skills in communication across culture, cultural ideologies and national boundaries and by helping students understand other cultures and patterns of thought.

Academic Misconduct:

It is the responsibility of the Committee of the Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examination. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee. For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp) 

Disability Services:

Students with disability that have been certified by the Office of Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office of Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue, telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/
Text:

Material on the web: aramati.com (Critical languages/Somali)

Orwin, Martin (1995). Colloquial Somali. New York: Routledge

Zore, R. D. & Issa, A. (1990) Somali Textbook. Wheaton, MD: Dunwoody Press

Abdinoor, A. (2006). Af Soomaali aan ku hadallo: Let’s Speak Let’s Speak Somali: A multidimensional approach to the teaching and learning of Somali as a foreign language. (in press)

Outline:

Week 1:

Introduction: Somali speaking people and the regions where they live, the Somali language and dialects, the Somali writing system: alphabets and sounds.

Social interactions: short greetings and conversations: greetings and introductions, different forms of greetings depending on the situation, time of the day and age of the interlocutors. Personal pronouns, counting. Listening practice. (Let’s Speak Let’s Speak Somali: Preliminary Lesson: pp. 13-36, Ch. 1 Colloquial Somali, Somali Textbook Ch. 1, pp. 1-16)

Week 2:

Introducing oneself, counting and telling time, daily activities, selling/buying, about jobs, Somali names, the definite article, questions words. Various forms of greetings and good-byes. Apologizing, permission seeking and thanking. Asking simple questions and making simple requests. Simple statements and questions (ma nabad baa?). Introducing other people.

Grammar:

· Imperatives

· Definite article

· Personal pronouns

Cultural note: Handshakes, personal salutations, etc. 

Speaking drills. 

(Let’s Speak Let’s Speak Somali: Lesson 1: pp. 37-52, Ch. 2 Colloquial Somali, Somali textbook Ch. 2, pp. 17-22) 

Week 3:

Getting to know each other. Speaking about one’s family. Asking simple questions about people and things. Describing qualities about people and things. Understanding classroom instructions. 
Grammar:
· Simple sentences

· Possessive pronouns

· Demonstrative pronouns

· Numbers 1-10

Cultural note: Common Somali names

(Let’s Speak Let’s Speak Somali: Lesson 2: pp. 53-63, Ch. 3 Colloquial Somali, Somali textbook Ch. 3, pp. 23-30) 

Week 4:

Expressing likes and dislikes, talking about activities, identifying objects in the classroom. Present tenses, negative markers. The locative words. Conditional verbs and interrogative “what” (maxaa). (Let’s Speak Let’s Speak Somali: Lesson 3: pp. 64-78, Somali textbook Ch. 4, pp. 31-38)

Week 5:

Culture (town/rural life), personal pronouns, food. Describing one’s house and household objects. Practice with statements and questions. Locative verbs. Listening practice. (Let’s Speak Let’s Speak Somali: Lesson 4:pp. 79-91, Somali textbook Ch. 5, pp. 39-46)

MIDTERM
Week 6:

Nationality, kinship and identity. Talking about age. Possessive pronouns, counting. Definite and indefinite expressions (Let’s Speak Let’s Speak Somali: Lesson 5: pp. 92-106, Somali textbook Ch. 6, pp. 47-54)

Week 7: 

Describing people’s personalities and professions. Adjectives, colors, comparatives, and superlatives. Imperative verb forms. (Let’s Speak Let’s Speak Somali: Lesson 6: pp. 107-123, Somali textbook Ch. 7, pp. 55-62)

Week 8:

Narrating past events and talking about events in the future. Past tense, future tense, the infinitive form, adverbial clauses, relative clauses, days of the week. Question word ma and focus marker baa. (Let’s Speak Let’s Speak Somali: Lesson 7: pp. 108-142, Somali textbook Ch. 8, pp. 63-70)

Week 9. 

Talking about different ways of traveling and narrating about previous trips. Frequency, place, manner adverbs, conditional verb, past habitual tense. Indigenous calendar. Using object pronouns, verb conjugation (Let’s Speak Let’s Speak Somali: Lesson 8: pp. 143-158, Somali textbook Ch. 9, pp. 71-76)

Week 10: 

Clothing and people’s dress. Buying and selling at the clothes store. Using the conjunction haddii. Using prepositions. (Let’s Speak Let’s Speak Somali: Lesson 9: pp. 159-172, Somali textbook Ch. 10, pp. 77-84)

Week 11: Finals

Evaluation: 

All evaluation in the course will be conducted according to the ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines.  Classroom activities will be organized around the development of basic speaking and listening, and reading and writing skills, and will include frequent oral as well as written quizzes which will count significantly in the grading of the course.  If by the end of the course the learner has not mastered the required proficiency level, the student will be required to repeat the course because each level is a pre-requisite for the next level. The evaluation breakdown will be as follows:

Evaluation:

Midterm

Oral

15%




Written
15%

Final


Oral

15%




Written 
15%

Attendance



15%

Assignments & Quizzes

25%

AFRICAN-AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES DEPARTMENT
Somali 102

Description:

Objective: The objective will be to develop oral, listening, reading, and written proficiencies in elementary conversational Somali using a competency-based approach. Lexicon control will be developed to a further range of nominal, verbal and attributive and miscellaneous items. Students are encouraged to practice in class what they have learned from the course materials, to do all activities recommended, and to complete all required exercises and assignments in class and after class during the course. By the end of the course the learner will be expected to be able to satisfy immediate needs using learned utterances and ask questions or make statements involving short memorized utterances or formulae, with a vocabulary that is limited to areas of immediate survival needs. The learner should also be able to differentiate most phonemes when produced in isolation, and to have attained an ACTFL speaking proficiency score of NOVICE-HIGH or above. They will be required to sit for both an oral and written tests. 

Somali 102 satisfies the GEC requirement for foreign language by developing students’ skills in communication across culture, cultural ideologies and national boundaries and by helping students understand other cultures and patterns of thought.

Academic Misconduct:

It is the responsibility of the Committee of the Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examination. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee. For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp) 

Disability Services:

Students with disability that have been certified by the Office of Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office of Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue, telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/
Text:

Textbooks:

Orwin, Martin (1995). Colloquial Somali. New York: Routledge

Zorc, D. & Issa, A. (1990). Somali Textbook. Wheaton, MD: Dunwoody Press.

Abdinoor, A. Af Soomaali aan ku hadallo: (Let’s Speak Somali): A multidimensional approach to the teaching and learning of Somali as a foreign language. (Manuscript)

Other Somali materials on the web.

Outline:

Week 1:Various forms of Greetings Colloquial Somali p. 12


Classroom Instructions


Verb conjugations

· Imperative form of verbs, p. 13

· Past tense of conjugation 1, p. 17

· Mood classifiers, pp. 20-22

· Subject pronouns, p.20-21

Greetings of particular times of the day, p.27

· Present progressive of conjugation 1, pp. 28-30

· Present habitual


Noun gender, pp. 31-32


Plural noun declensions

· Declensions: 1, 2 & 3, pp. 32-35

Use of iyo, oo & -na, p. 36

* Quiz # 1 –

Week 2:

Introduction to past tense. Exchanging pleasantries in different cultural contexts. 

Case in nouns,  Colloquial Somali pp. 39-40



Word order, pp. 41-42

The definite article, pp. 42-45

Plural noun declensions

· Declension 4, p. 47

· Declension 5, p. 48

Verb conjugations 2, pp. 49-50

· Plural imperative, p. 50

· Past tense, p. 50

· Present habitual

· Present Progressive, p. 51

Asking waa maxay “what is it?”, p. 52

Days of the week, p. 52

Plural noun declensions

· Declension 6, p. 58

· Declension 7, p. 59

Verb conjugations 2B, p. 60

· Plural imperative, p. 60

· Past tense, p. 60

· Present Progressive, p. 61

Using ka warran, p. 62
Adjective, pp. 62-64

The genitive case, pp. 65-66

Numbers, p. 67

* Homework/writing assignment # 1 

Week 3:

Past and Present tenses in the affirmative and negative. More on the interrogative and the subjuctive. “how old are you?” 

 


Verbs that lose a vowel, Colloquial Somali pp. 75-76



Irregular plural nouns, p. 76



General present tense, pp. 77-8

Prepositions, pp. 79-80

Object pronouns, p. 81

Verb conjugations 3, p. 82

· Plural imperative, p. 83

· Past tense, p. 83

· Present Progressive, p. 83

Ordinal numbers, p. 84

Question word: maxaa, p.91

Using focus markers, pp. 92-94

Reduced verb forms, p. 95

Verb conjugations 3B, p. 97

· Plural imperative, p. 98

· Past tense

· Present Progressive, p. 98

Numbers, p. 99

Telling time & date

* Quiz # 2 

Week 4:

Money, purchasing food and bargaining. The adjectival concept. Further work on the verb “to be” in the affirmative and negative. Introduction to adverbs. (Somali Textbook Chap. 14, pp. 105-112)

The infinitive, Colloquial Somali p. 108




The future tense, p. 109 

Habitual past, p. 110

Negative imperative, p. 110

Negative past, p. 111

Proper Somali names, p. 114

Past progressive, pp. 120-122

Negative habitual tense, p. 122

Demonstrative suffixes, pp. 124-125

Auxiliary verbs, p.126

· rab “want”

· kar “can do”

· waa “fail to”

Impersonal pronoun la, p. 127

Week 5:

Invitations and hospitality. Giving and receiving directions, asking for directions. Indicative forms. “Can I come over?” (Ma ku soo booqan karaa). 

Possessive suffixes, Colloquial Somali pp. 133-135



Space, time and reasons used as possessive suffixes, p. 136

      

Negative present progressive, p. 138




Negative past progressive, p. 140





* Mid-term exams (oral): Wednesday, April 25 and Thursday, April 26. Students will pick different time slots for their exams.




*Mid-term exam (written). 

MIDTERM

Week 6:

Expressing wants, likes and dislikes in food. Ordering a meal in restaurants. Further work on sentence negation. Prespositions and pronouns. More on directions. 

Irregular (prefixing) verbs, Colloquial Somali pp. 141-144



Using yiil, jog and jir 



The irregular verb imow “come”, pp. 150-154




The irregular verb oro/odho “say”, pp. 154-158

Direct speech, p. 158

Using waxaa focus construction, p. 159

Reading practice, p. 163

* Quiz # 3 

Week 7:

The irregular verb aqoow “know”, pp. 169172


Subordinate clauses, Colloquial Somali p. 173

in- clauses, p. 174

Subordinate verb forms, p. 175

Focus markers and subordinate clauses, p. 176

The verb sheeg “tell” and saubordinate clauses, p. 177

Other uses of in- , p. 178

Preposition and pronoun clusters, p. 179

Reading practice, p. 181

* Homework/writing assignment # 2 – due

Week 8:

At the hospital


Relative clauses, pp. 187-194

Information questions words, pp. 194-197

· Goormaa “when”, p. 195
· Waayo & maxaa … u “why”, p. 195
· Yaa, kuma/tuma “who”, p. 196
· Sidee “how”, 197
Independent personal pronouns, p. 198

Using while, p. 200

Folktale, p. 200




*Quiz # 4:
Week 9

Uses of various forms of yahay “the verb to be”, pp. 206-208


Subordinate clause forms, p. 209

Adjectives and the verb yahay, pp. 210-213

Comparative and superlative of adjectives, p. 214

Intensifier aad “very”, p. 215

Information question words, pp. 216-217

· Kee/tee “which”, p. 216

· Xaggee/halkee/mee “where”, p. 217

· Immisa/meeqaa/intee “how much, how many, how long”, p. 217

Attributive adjectives, p. 218

Mass nouns, collective nouns, p.219

Folktale, p. 220

** Homework/writing assignment # 3 – Due 

Week 10

Adverbial relative clause, pp. 224-227

Marka, goorta, kolka “when”, p. 225




Kadib “after”, p. 225

Isla marka “as soon as”, p. 226

Tan iyo … /ilaa iyo …“since”, p. 226

In kastoo “although”, p. 226

Intii “while”, p. 227

Haddii “if”, p. 227

Negative subordinate clauses, p. 228

Focusing in yes/no questions, p. 229

Negative (tag) questions, p. 231

The optative, p. 232

Maybe/perhaps, p. 234

Conditional verbs, p. 235

Prepartion for finals


 


*students pick time slots for oral exams

Week 11:

FINAL EXAMINATION
Evaluation:

Midterm

Oral

15%




Written
15%

Final


Oral

15%




Written
15%

Attendance



15%

Assignments & Quizzes

25%

AFRICAN-AMERICAN AFRICAN STUDIES DEPARTMENT
Somali 103

Description:

Objective: Further develop oral, conversational listening, reading, and writing skills at intermediate level Somali. Reading will be introduced as a basis for enhanced oral practice. More compound tenses and more complex sentence structures involving embedding will also be introduce. Students are encouraged to practice in class what they have learned from the course materials, to do all activities recommended, and to complete all required exercises and assignments in class and after class during the course. By the end of the course the learner will be expected to be able to satisfy basic survival needs and minimum courtesy requirements: can ask and answer simple questions, initiate and respond to simple statements, and maintain very simple face-to-face conversations. The learner is also expected to be able to formulate some questions with limited construction and inaccuracy, and generally to be understood by native speakers who have regular contact with foreigners attempting to speak their language. The learner is expected to show a certain level of learning and efforts to comprehend various aspects of the language, and to have attained an ACTFL speaking proficiency score of INTERMEDIATE-LOW or above. They will be required to sit for both oral and written tests. 

Somali 103 satisfies the GEC requirement for foreign language by developing students’ skills in communication across culture, cultural ideologies and national boundaries and by helping students understand other cultures and patterns of thought.

Academic Misconduct:

It is the responsibility of the Committee of the Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examination. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee. For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp) 

Disability Services:

Students with disability that have been certified by the Office of Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office of Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue, telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/
Text:

Material on the web: aramati.com (Critical languages/Somali)

Orwin, Martin (1995). Colloquial Somali. New York: Routledge

Zore, R. D. & Issa, A. (1990) Somali Textbook. Wheaton, MD: Dunwoody Press

Abdinoor, A. (2006). Af Soomaali aan ku hadallo: (Let’s Speak Let’s Speak Somali:): A multidimensional approach to the teaching and learning of Somali as a foreign language. (in press)

Outline:

Week 1:

Social interactions: short greetings and conversations: greetings and introductions, different forms of greetings depending on the situation, time of the day and age of the interlocutors. “good morning” (subax wanaagsan). “good afternoon” (galab wanaagsan). “good evening” (galab/habeen wanaagsan). “How are you?” (iska warran!). “I am fine, thank you” (waan roonahay, mahadsanid). “What is your name?” (magacaa?). “My name is Farah” (magacaygu waa Faarax/Faarax baa la i yiraahdaa). “Good to meet you” (kulanti wanaagsan/barasho wanaagsan). “During the day” (maalinta dhexdeeda). “In the morning” (subaxnimada). “Yesterday” (shalay). “A month ago” (bil ka hor). Listening practice. (Let’s Speak Let’s Speak Somali: Preliminary Lesson: pp. 13-36) 

Verb conjugations

· Imperative form of verbs, p. 13

· Past tense of conjugation 1, p. 17

· Mood classifiers, pp. 20-22

· Subject pronouns, p.20-21

Greetings of particular times of the day, p.27

· Present progressive of conjugation 1, pp. 28-30

· Present habitual

Noun gender, pp. 31-32

Plural noun declensions

· Declensions: 1, 2 & 3, pp. 32-35

Use of iyo, oo & -na, p. 36

Week 2:

Introducing oneself, counting and telling time, daily activities, selling/buying, about jobs, Somali names, the definite article, questions words. “mother” (hooyo), “father” (aabbe), “brother/sister” (walaal), “grandmother” (ayeeyo). “How is your family?” (reerkaaga ka warran!). “Ali, this is my brother Ahmed” (Cali, kani waa walaalkay Axmed). “Goodbye” (nabadgelyo/nabadeey). “see you later” (is arag danbe). Speaking drills. (Let’s Speak Let’s Speak Somali: Lesson 1: pp. 37-52)

The definite article, pp. 42-45

Plural noun declensions

· Declension 4, p. 47

· Declension 5, p. 48

Verb conjugations 2, pp. 49-50

· Plural imperative, p. 50

· Past tense, p. 50

· Present habitual

· Present Progressive, p. 51

Asking waa maxay “what is it?”, p. 52

Days of the week, p. 52

Plural noun declensions

· Declension 6, p. 58

· Declension 7, p. 59

Verb conjugations 2B, p. 60

· Plural imperative, p. 60

· Past tense, p. 60

· Present Progressive, p. 61

Using ka warran, p. 62
Adjective, pp. 62-64

The genitive case, pp. 65-66

Numbers, p. 67 

Week 3:

Getting to know each other, family members. Exchanging personal information: “Ahmed, do you know Ali?” (Axmed, Cali ma garanaysaa?) “Where are you from” (xaggeed ka timid?) “I am from Somalia” (waxaan ka imid Soomaaliya). “where do you live?” (xaggeed degantahay?) “He hails from Cleveland” (isagu waa reer Cleveland). Demonstratives, possessive pronouns. The verb “to be” & “to have”. (Let’s Speak Somali: Lesson 2: pp. 53-63)

Irregular plural nouns, p. 76

General present tense, pp. 77-8

Prepositions, pp. 79-80

Object pronouns, p. 81

Verb conjugations 3, p. 82

· Plural imperative, p. 83

· Past tense, p. 83

· Present Progressive, p. 83

Ordinal numbers, p. 84

Question word: maxaa, p.91

Using focus markers, pp. 92-94

Reduced verb forms, p. 95

Verb conjugations 3B, p. 97

· Plural imperative, p. 98

· Past tense

· Present Progressive, p. 98

Numbers, p. 99

Telling time & date

Week 4:

Expressing likes and dislikes, talking about activities, identifying objects in the classroom. Present tenses, negative markers. The locative words: “here, nearby, there, faraway, inside” (halkan, meel dhow, halkaas, meel fog, gudaha). The verb “to be” conditional verbs and interrogative “what” (maxaa). (Let’s Speak Somali: Lesson 3: pp. 64-78)

The infinitive, p. 108

The future tense, p. 109 

Habitual past, p. 110

Negative imperative, p. 110

Negative past, p. 111

Proper Somali names, p. 114

Past progressive, pp. 120-122

Negative habitual tense, p. 122

Demonstrative suffixes, pp. 124-125

Auxiliary verbs, p.126

· rab “want”

· kar “can do”

· waa “fail to”

Impersonal pronoun la, p. 127

Week 5:

Culture (town/rural life), personal pronouns, food. Describing one’s house and household objects. Practice with statements and questions. “Are you Ahmed?” (ma Axmed baad tahay?) “yes, I am” (haa, waan ahay). “lunch is ready” qadadii waa diyaar). “Please pass the salt” (fadlan cusbada soo gudbi). Locative verbs. Listening practice. (Let’s Speak Somali: Lesson 4:pp. 79-91)

Possessive suffixes, pp. 133-135
Space, time and reasons used as possessive suffixes, p. 136

Negative present progressive, p. 138




Negative past progressive, p. 140



MIDTERM

Week 6:

Expressing wants, likes and dislikes in food. Ordering a meal in restaurants. Further work on sentence negation. Prespositions and pronouns. More on directions. Visiting a friend’s house. General Past tense: past of today (recent past). Fruits: “apples” (tufaax), “banana” (moos), “mango” (canbe) “tomato” (yaanyo), “potatooes” (bataato), “rice” (bariis). (Somali Textbook Chap. 10, pp. 77-84) (Let’s Speak Somali: Lesson 4:pp. 79-91)

Irregular (prefixing) verbs, pp. 141-144

Using yiil, jog and jir 

The irregular verb imow “come”, pp. 150-154




The irregular verb oro/odho “say”, pp. 154-158

Direct speech, p. 158

Using waxaa focus construction, p. 159

Reading practice, p. 163

Week 7:

Body parts: “hair” (timo), “head” (madax), “face” (weji), “eye/eyes” (il/indho), “nose” (san), “mouth” (af), “hand” (gacan), “finger” (far). Narrating past experiences. More on past tense in the affirmative and negative constructions. (Colloquial Somali Chap. 11)

Week 8:

The family. Professions. Future tense. The infinitive. Affirmative and negative imperative, both formal and familiar. Welcoming a guest at home. More on the present tense: “I  am a mechanic” (farsamo yaqaan ayaan ahay). “He is a teacher” (isagu waa bare/macallin). “She is a nurse” (iyadu waa kalkaaliye caafimaad). “Where do you work?” (xaggeed ka shaqeeysaa?). (Colloquial Somali Chap. 12)

The irregular verb aqoow “know”, pp. 169172
Subordinate clauses, p. 173

in- clauses, p. 174

Subordinate verb forms, p. 175

Focus markers and subordinate clauses, p. 176

The verb sheeg “tell” and saubordinate clauses, p. 177

Other uses of in- , p. 178

Preposition and pronoun clusters, p. 179

Reading practice, p. 181

Week 9

Expressing possession with the verb “have”, “be with”. Tones, consonants, vowel quality, and vowel elision in Somali. Numerals in connection with telephone, address, zip code, house, ID, social security numbers, etc. (Somali Textbook Chap 19, pp. 141-148)

At the hospital

Relative clauses, pp. 187-194

Information questions words, pp. 194-197

· Goormaa “when”, p. 195
· Waayo & maxaa … u “why”, p. 195
· Yaa, kuma/tuma “who”, p. 196
· Sidee “how”, 197
Independent personal pronouns, p. 198

Using while, p. 200

Folktale, p. 200

Week 10

Telling time family members, welcoming guests, and review of course materials and a general discussion and students’ contribution. (Somali Textbok Chap. 20, pp. 149-158)

Adverbial relative clause, pp. 224-227
Marka, goorta, kolka “when”, p. 225




Kadib “after”, p. 225

Isla marka “as soon as”, p. 226

Tan iyo … /ilaa iyo …“since”, p. 226

In kastoo “although”, p. 226

Intii “while”, p. 227

Haddii “if”, p. 227

Negative subordinate clauses, p. 228

Focusing in yes/no questions, p. 229

Negative (tag) questions, p. 231

The optative, p. 232

Maybe/perhaps, p. 234

Conditional verbs, p. 235

Week 11:

Finals

FINAL EXAMINATION
Evaluation:

Midterm

Oral

15%




Written
15%

Final


Oral

15%




Written
15%

Attendance



15%

Assignments & Quizzes

25%

AFRICAN-AMERICAN STUDIES DEPARTMENT
Somali 104

Description:

Students continue

Students continue to build vocabulary and review grammar, and will be provided additional time to enhance accuracy and work on conversational language and writing to help them build on cultural context more intensely. For classroom exercises students will use authentic texts from the target language, such as newspapers, short stories, folktales, songs, etc. Writing small passages, narratives, and letters will be introduced and practiced intensely, and students will be encouraged to visit/interact with the Somali community in Columbus, such as a Somali Flea market, Somali Student Association activities, restaurant, grocery shop, etc. By the end of the course the learner will be expected to formulate some questions when asked to do so, with a vocabulary that permits discussion of topics beyond basic survival needs such as personal history and leisure-time activities. The learner will also be expected to have acquired the common tense forms, to use most questions forms, and to show a certain level of learning and efforts to comprehend various aspects of the language, and to have attained an ACTFL speaking proficiency score of INTERMEDIATE-MID or above. They will be required to sit for both an oral and written tests. 

Somali 104 satisfies the GEC requirement for foreign language by developing students’ skills in communication across culture, cultural ideologies and national boundaries and by helping students understand other cultures and patterns of thought.

Academic Misconduct:

It is the responsibility of the Committee of the Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term “academic misconduct” includes all forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism and dishonest practices in connection with examination. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic misconduct to the committee. For additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct (http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp) 

Disability Services:

Students with disability that have been certified by the Office of Disability Services will be appropriately accommodated, and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The Office of Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue, telephone 292-3307, TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu/
Text:

Orwin, Martin (1995). Colloquial Somali. New York: Routledge

Zorc, D. & Issa, A. (1990). Somali Textbook. Wheaton, MD: Dunwoody Press.

Abdinoor, A. (2006). Af Soomaali aan ku hadallo: Let’s Speak Somali: A multidimensional approach to the teaching and learning of Somali as a foreign language. (in press)

Other Somali materials on the web. 

Course Outline:

Week 1:

Greetings and Introductions: Somali alphabet and sound system, simple questions.
Social interactions: short greetings and conversations: greetings and introductions, different forms of greetings depending on the situation, time of the day. Listening practice. Culture note: Importance of greetings, handshakes and other body gestures
(Let’s Speak Somali: Preliminary Lesson: pp. 1-18, Somali Textbook: Chap. 1 & 2: pp. 1-22) 

Week 2:

Self introducing, counting and telling time, daily activities, selling/buying, about jobs. Focus markers: waa/baa/ayaa, present tense, definite article, question words.
Cultural Note: Common Somali names. Speaking practice.

(Let’s Speak Somali: Lesson 1: pp. 19-30, Somali Textbook: Chap. 3 & 4: pp. 23-38) 

Week 3:

Getting to know each other, talking about one’s family members. Exchanging personal information: “Ahmed, do you know Ali?” (Axmed, Cali ma garanaysaa?) “Where are you from” (xaggeed ka timid?) “I am from Somalia” (waxaan ka imid Soomaaliya). “where do you live?” (xaggeed degantahay?) “He hails from Cleveland” (isagu waa reer Cleveland). Demonstratives, possessive pronouns. The verb “to be” & “to have”. Masculine and feminine dfinite articles. Culture note: Notion of family and kinship in Somali culture.
 (Let’s Speak Somali: Lesson 2: pp. 31-39, Somali Textbook: Chap. 5 & 6: pp. 39-54)
Week 4:

Activities and personal information. Expressing likes and dislikes, talking about activities, identifying objects in the classroom. Present tenses, negative markers. The locative words: “here, nearby, there, faraway, inside” (halkan, meel dhow, halkaas, meel fog, gudaha). Imperative verbs. The verb “to be” conditional verbs and interrogative “what” (maxaa). Cultural Note: Qat chewing.

(Let’s Speak Somali: Lesson 3: pp. 40-52, Somali Textbook: Chap. 7: pp. 55-62)

Week 5:

Housing and Accommodation. Describing one’s house other types of accommodation and household objects. Locative verbs for animate and inanimates, personal pronouns. Practice with statements and questions. “Are you Ahmed?” (ma Axmed baad tahay?) “yes, I am” (haa, waan ahay). “lunch is ready” qadadii waa diyaar). “Please pass the salt” (fadlan cusbada soo gudbi). Locative verbs. Past tense and verbal pronouns. Cultural Note: Traditional and modern housing, (town/rural life) (Let’s Speak Somali: Lesson 4:pp. 53-63, Somali Textbook: Chap. 8: pp. 63-70)

MIDTERM

Week 6:

Expressing wants, likes and dislikes in food. Ordering a meal in restaurants. Further work on sentence negation. Prespositions and pronouns. More on directions. Visiting a friend’s house. General Past tense: past of today (recent past). Fruits: “apples” (tufaax), “banana” (moos), “mango” (canbe) “tomato” (yaanyo), “potatooes” (bataato), “rice” (bariis). (Somali Textbook Chap. 10, pp. 77-84) (Let’s Speak Somali: Lesson 4:pp. 79-91)

Week 7:

Hospitals and illness. Body parts: “hair” (timo), “head” (madax), “face” (weji), “eye/eyes” (il/indho), “nose” (san), “mouth” (af), “hand” (gacan), “finger” (far). Narrating past experiences. More on past tense in the affirmative and negative constructions. (Colloquial Somali Chap. 12)

Week 8:

The family. Professions. Future tense. The infinitive. Affirmative and negative imperative, both formal and familiar. Welcoming a guest at home. More on the present tense: “I  am a mechanic” (farsamo yaqaan ayaan ahay). “He is a teacher” (isagu waa bare/macallin). “She is a nurse” (iyadu waa kalkaaliye caafimaad). “Where do you work?” (xaggeed ka shaqeeysaa?). (Colloquial Somali Chap. 12)

Week 9

Expressing possession with the verb “have”, “be with”. Tones, consonants, vowel quality, and vowel elision in Somali. Numerals in connection with telephone, address, zip code, house, ID, social security numbers, etc. Newspaper article. (Somali Textbook Chap 19, pp. 141-148, Colloquial Somali: Chap.13)

Week 10

Telling time family members, welcoming guests. Radio reports. Review of course materials and a general discussion and students’ contribution. (Somali Textbook Chap. 20, pp. 149-158, Colloquial Somali: Chap. 14)

Week 11:

Finals

FINAL EXAMINATION
Evaluation:

Midterm

Oral

15%




Written
15%

Final


Oral

15%




Written
15%

Attendance



15%

Assignments & Quizzes

25%
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